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would abolish our constitution without knowing that they
were engaged in any criminal undertaking1, who have no
other sense of the enjoyment of authority than that it is
the power of acting* without controul, who have no know-
ledge of any other laws than the commands of their su-
periours.

To men like these, sir, to men raised up from poverty
and servility to rank and power, to ignorance invested with
command, and to meanness elated with preferment, would
any real patriot, any zealous assertor of liberty, any inflex-
ible enemy to the corruptions of the ministry, consign the
protection of his country, and intrust to these our hap-
piness, properties, and our lives?

Whether the honourable gentleman has changed any of
the sentiments which he has hitherto appeared to admit
with regard to the army, whether this new determination
is only an instance of that inconsistency which is scarcely
to be avoided in the vindication of a bad cause, or wbether
he was betrayed to it only by his hatred of the administra-
tion, which would prompt him to recant his own advice, if
it should happen to be approved, I will not pretend to de-
termine, but I must lament, on this occasion, the entertain-
ment which the house will lose, by the eternal cessation of
any harangues on the army, since he cannot now declaim
on either part without contradicting his former declarations.

Nor will the honourable gentleman find less difficulty
in proving, that justice, rather than policy, requires the
promotion of scrjeants to commissions, Military prefer-
ments arc always at the disposal of the crown, nor can any
right be pretended to them, but such as arises from the
custom which has been generally followed in conferring
them, which is not only variable at pleasure, but has mover
been, at any time, regularly observed. The order of
rotation has been suffered sometimes to proceed, because
of two persons, otherwise equal, he that has served longest
may plead the most merit; but the plea of service has
been always overruled by birth or powerful recommend-
ation* And though, sir, it is natural for men disappointed
to complain, yet as those officers, whose preferment has